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Maureen McGowan

WOMEN'S FICTION WITH A SHARP EDGE

friday, september 08, 2006
Day One -- From the Surreal to the Ridiculous

Okay, so I'm realy tired so this is going to be quick...

Started the day disappointed... Went to the screening of Kenneth
Branaugh's THE MAGIC FLUTE (the surreal) hoping to see Ken... figuring
he'd be there since it was a World Premiere... Only to find out it was a
being screened in Toronto 25 minutes before it was being screened in
Venice and Ken decided to go to Venice. Venice instead of Toronto?
WHAT was he thinking?

Anyway... movie is clever, but very strange and if you're not an opera
buff, don't bother.

Next was the gut wrenching THE WIND THAT SHAKES THE BARLEY. Ken
Loach's film that won the Palm D'Or in Cannes this year. Pretty powerful
film with obvious parallels to politics today... Who's a guerilla
organization, who's an elected government, who's a freedom fighter. Bits
hard to watch (torture, that kind of thing) but well worth seeing. Here's
the very talented Cillian Murphy doing the Q&A after the film.

After that, |
saw a
hilarious new
film called
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Canadian
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one that's

actually going

Maureen McGow:
Toronto, Canada

I'm a yet-to-be pul
writer of women's -

View my complete

craft and industry pos

On Newbie Misconceptions

Myths, lies and the publishing
industry

Musings on rejections

previous posts

Toby on Rockstar

Alas, no Hugh Jackman for me

Bobcat Goldthwait? What was
thinking?

Anyone have Katie Couric's
photographer's number?

Off to pick up my Festival
Programme

Helen Mirren Rocks!

She had me at saskatoon berr

Chatting with ... Kelley Armstr

The Big Lebowski -- Love it or
it?

JonBenet and the Power of the

interviews

Michelle Rowen

Kelley Armstrong


Ron Crocker
Rectangle


to do well at
the box office. Well, this year, FIDO might be it. Part zombie movie, part
Lassie, 100% satire, | thought it was hilarious.

Here's the
filmmaker
who I'm too
tired to look
up his name
(maybe 1 fix
it after |
sleep... along
with some of
the cast
including

Dylan Baker,
Carrie Ann
Moss and Billy Connelly.

Then it got even more ridiculous. | had a much sought after ticket to the
midnight screening and world premiere (I think) of Borat: Cultural
Learnings of America for Make Benefit of Glorious Nation of
Kazakhstan. (That's the Title, folks.) Already it as a crazy screening. He
arrived on a donkey (didn't witness this, just heard) and no one would
take their seats because they were all watching for Borat (Sasha Cohen)
to come into the theatre. There were several minor Canadian celebs |
noticed in the audience... George Strombolopolous (has a show here and
very briefly hosted "THE ONE" in the US before it got cancelled -- not
George's fault, I'm sure), Ben Mulroney (host of Canadian Idol and son
of former Prime Minister of the same last name), Paul Gross (starred in
Due South and currently Sling and Arrows -- also a very funny film about
curling. Seriously about curling and funny... well maybe only funny if
you're Canadian... well maybe only funny if your parents both used to
curl), Robert Lantos (producer of such films as Sunshine).

Anyway... They finally brought Borat up on stage, introduced the film
and started it... By this time it was at least 12:30 am. | didn't check my
watch. Now, one interesting thing about these midnight screenings is
how many people show up drunk. | almost got loaded just smelling the
breath of the guy behind me... And | guy across the aisle and one row
back was smoking a hash pipe. (Why he didn't get caught is beyond me.
Not so much for the dope, but for the smoking indoors, thing...) So, with
that kind of crowd, you can imagine how excited everyone was when
about 20 minutes in, the projector broke!!!!

Yes... Interesting... Well, Borat did a minute or so of impromptu stand
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